19 June 1832. 



(Ireland.) 



BILL 

For the better Regulation of the Linen and 
Hempen Manufactures of Ireland. 



Note. — The words printed in Italics are proposed to be inserted 
in the Committee. 



^ in H & an Act was passed in the Ninth year of the 
rcignof his late Majesty, intituled, “ An Act for the better < 
“ Regulation of the Linen and Hempen Manufactures of Ireland,” ' 
whereby, after repealing a certain Act passed in the Sixth year of the same , 
j reign for a like purpose, and revoking and avoiding the Appointment of ' 
certain Trustees and other Officers made before or after the said last 
recited Act, divers Regulations were made for the government of the 
Linen and Hempen Manufactures in Ireland ; and it was provided that 
such Regulations should remain and continue in force for Three years 
10 from the commencement of the said Act, and thence until the end of 
the next Session of Parliament : And whereas it is expedient that such 
Regulations shall be, with certain modifications, re-enacted and made 
perpetual ; 313C it tSerefoce (i£iiac«b, by The KING’s most Excellent 
Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual 
15 and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and 
by the Authority of the same, THAT from and after the commencement 
of this Act, all Flax sold by sample or otherwise, or exposed for sale ! 
in open Fair or Market in Ireland, shall be of equal cleanness and 
quality throughout each parcel, upon pain that any Person selling or 
20 exposing for sale such Flax, or the Owner thereof at the time of sale 
shall forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding the amount of One Shilling 
for every Stone of Flax so sold or exposed for sale, which shall not be 
of equal cleanness and quality throughout each parcel. 
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SrSbg Enacted, That all Brown, or unbleached or un- 

Line^Yam"® Einen Yarn sold in open Fair or Market in Ireland shall be 

f£” rMai-° sufficiently spun and made up into Hanks, each Hank to con- 

ket. aist of Twelve Cuts and no more, save and except in the case of Y'arn or 

Gnst of two hanks in the pound, commonly called Pound Yarn or 3 
Head Yarn, which last-mentioned description of Yarn shall be made 
up in half hanks of six Cuts and no less ; and every such Cut shall con- 
tain One hundred and twenty threads and no more, and every such 
Hank shall be one yard and one quarter in length or two yards and 
one half in circumference and no more, and each such Cut in every 
such Hank shall he separated as the same shall be reeled and not after- 
wards ; and in reeling such Linen Yarn no more than one thread at a 
time shall be reeled ; and all the Yarn contained in every such Hank 
shall be of Flax Yarn only, or Tow Yarn only, of the same colour and 
fineness throughout each Hank; and when the Hank or twelve Cuts 15 
are reeled, the same shall be made up in such manner as to admit of 
opening thereof at every part at ten inches at least, for the purpose of 
spreading on the Bleach-green ; and in case any Person or Persons shall 
sell or expose for sale in open Fair or Market any Yarn which shall 
not be conformable to the above regulations, or which shall be deli- 20 
cient in quality, length or count, such Person or Persons, or the Owner 
or Owners of such Yarn at the time of sale, shall forfeit a sum after the 
rate of not less than One Penny, nor more than Four-pence, for every 
Hank of such Yarn so sold or exposed for sale as aforesaid ; and that 
in all cases of fraud or wilful default in the preparation of Linen Yarn 25 
which shall be sold or exposed for sale in open Fair or Market, the 
Person or Persons selling or exposing for sale such Yarn, or the Owner 
or Owners thereof, shall forfeit a sum not less than One Penny, nor 
more thun Pom-pence, for every Hank of such Yarn so sold as afore- 
said ; Provided always. That nothing hereinbefore contained shall extend 30 
or be construed to extend to Mill-spun Yarn, and that no Mill-spun 
Yarn shall be subject to the regulations aforesaid. 

Ho"r;"‘L ,,, f” *e purposes of this Act, all 
ofLlsmY,™ or i-inen Yarn which shall be sold or exposed for sale within the 
“ Custom Gaps or Custom Gates of any Fair or Market, between the hours „ 

of Eight of the clock in the Forenoon and Two of the clock in the After- 
noon of any Fair or Market Day. shall be deemed and taken to be sold 
or offered for sale in open Fair or Market, and none other; any Law, 
Usage or Custom to the contrary notwithstanding. 

And be it further Enacted, That across each end of every Piece of 40 
exposed for sale in open Fair or Market in Ireland 
wriiaM:’”'* “hall be woven two coarse Threads or Cords, distant from each 
SeSon one-fourth part of an inch ; and there shall be written with 

h) such coarse Threads or Cord on each end, in 

legible 
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legible characters, the Christian Name, Surname, and Place of Residence 
of the Weaver or Manufacturer thereof ; and there shall be also written 
or marked upon the outside fold of every such Piece of Linen, the 
length and breadth thereof j and in case any Person shall sell or offer for 
^ sale in open Fair or Market any Piece of Linen wherein such Threads 
or Cords shall not be so woven, or whereon the Name and Residence of 
the Weaver or Manufacturer, and the length and breadth thereof, shall 
not be so written, such Person so offending shall, upon complaint and 
proof thereof, forfeit a sum not exceeding Five Shillings for every such 
JO Offence, according to the judgment and discretion of the Justice or Chief 
Magistrate before whom any such Complaint shall be made. 

And be it further Enacted, That no Person shall sell or expose for 
sale in open Fair or Market in Ireland any Piece of Brown Linen 
Cloth, being of or exceeding the Set of Twelve hundred, made or 
15 intended to be of the denomination commonly called Yard-wide, that 
shall not be, when brown, and before the same shall be bleached, 
Thirty-seven inches and a half broad at least ; and that all Cloth of the 
denomination of Yard-wide, being under the Set of Twelve hundred, 
shall be, when brown. Thirty-six inches broad at least ; and that no 
20 Person shall sell or expose for sale in any public Market, any Piece of 
plain Linen Cloth, being of the denomination commonly called Seven- 
eighths wide, that shall not be, when brown, and before the same shall 
be bleached, Thirty-two inches broad at least ; and that no Person shall 
sell or expose for sale in any public Market, any Piece of plain Linen 
^5 Cloth, being of the denomination commonly called Three-quarters wide, 
that shall not be, when brown, and before the same shall be bleached, 
Twenty-eight inches broad at least ; and that no Person shall sell or 
expose for sale in any public Market, any Piece of plain Linen Cloth, 
of the denomination of Nine-eighths wide Sheeting, that shall not be, 
30 when brown, and before the same shall be bleached, Forty-one inches 
broad at least; and that no Person shall sell or expose for sale in any 
public Fair or Alarket, any Piece of plain Linen Cloth, of the denomi- 
nation of Five -quarters wide Sheeting, that shall not be, when brown, 
and before the same shall be bleached, Forty-iive inches broad at least ; 
35 and that no Person shall sell or expose for sale in any public Fair or 
Market, any Piece of plain Linen Cloth, of the denomination of Six- 
quarters wide Sheeting, that shall not be, when brown, and before the 
same shall be bleached, Fifty-four iuches broad at least ; and that if 
any Person shall sell or expose for sale in any Fair or Market, any 
40 Linen Cloth or Sheetings, of the denominations above mentioned, which 
shall not be respectively of the Widths above directed and specified, 
every such Person shall be subject to a Penalty of not less than Five 
Shillings, nor more than Ten Shillings, for each sucli Piece so sold in 
open Fair or Market. 
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And be it further Enacted, That every Piece of Brown or Unbleached 
Linen Cloth winch shall be exposed to sale in open Fair or Market 
shall be so exposed in open Folds, and no ways tied at either end or iii 
the middle, upon pain that any Person selling or exposing for sale any 
such Linen Cloth contrary to the directions aforesaid shall forfeit not 
less than T-wo Shillings and Sixpence, nor more than Fwc Shillings, for * 
every such Piece so sold or exposed for sale as aforesaid. 

And be it further Enacted, That no Person shall in open Fair or 
Market sell or expose for sale any Piece of Brown or Unbleached 
plain Linen Cloth which shall be thicker or finer in the Salvaae than in 
the Body of such Piece, or which shall not be of equal fineness and 
Sickness throughout every part of the length and breadth of such 
Piece, under a Penalty of a Sorn not less than Two Shillings and Six- 
pence, nor more than Iwenlp Shillings, for every such Piece of Linen so 
sold or exposed for sale as aforesaid. 

15 

And be it further Enacted, That no Person shall sell or expose for 
sale in open Fair or Market, any Piece of Brown or Unbleached Linen 
any part whereof shall have been glased, pasted or spouted after it is 
woven or dyed or stained, either in the Yarn or Cloth, with any 
material which has a tendency to render the part so glazed, pasted 20 
spouted, dyed or stained, more difficult to bleach, or to deceive the 
Buyer as to quality, on pain of forfeiting not less than Five Shillings 
nor more than Twenty Shillings, for every such Piece so sold as 
aforesaid. 



What shall 
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And be it further Enacted, That for the purposes of this Act all 
Linen which shall be sold or exposed for sale within the Custom Gaps 
or Custom Gates of any Fair or Market, on the respective Fair or 
Market Days, between the hours hereinafter mentioned, (that is to 
say) between Ten of the clock in the forenoon and Two of the clock in 
the afternoon, from the Twenty-jifth day of March until the Twentn- 
fifth day of September in each year, and between Eleoen of the clock 
in the forenoon and Two of the clock in the afternoon, from the Twenty, 
fifth day of Septembei-onxd the Twenty-fifth day of March in each year 
shall be deemed and taken to be sold or exposed for sale in open Fair 
:t!!t"g."““"’’"^ -ylaw.usaghorcuslomtothe con.rary : 



Proceedings And be it further Enacted, That it shall and maxr Lx, i r i x- 

S-SLSr J-ticeof.hePeaceorffieChiefMagistrateofa„y?o™ 

Br' ">«-d-gainstanyP^ers™ 

o,.h„ 3 elhng or offering for sale in Fair or Market any Flax. Yarn or Linen 
not conformable to the regulations in this Act contained, or for any 
Fraud or wilful default in the preparation or manufacture of such Flax, 

Yarn 
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Yarn or Linen so sold or offered for sale, and such Justice or Chief Magis- 
trate is hereby required and empowered, to summon before him Three 
persons skilled in Flax, Yarn or Linen, as the case may be, of whom 
one shall be named by the Party making such Complaint, another by 
j the Party against whom such Complaint may be made, and the third by 
such J ustice or Chief Magistrate ; and in default of either Party 
making such nomination, such Justice or Chief Magistrate shall nomi- 
nate a Person on behalf of the Party so making default ; and the Three 
persons so summoned shall be sworn by such Justice or Chief Magis- 
jQ trate well and truly to examine the Flax, Yarn or Linen, as the case 
may be, which is the subject of such Complaint, and a true Verdict to 
give, whether such Complaint be or be not well founded, and such Ver- 
dict shall be conclusive on the subject of such Complaint ; and if such 
Complaint shall be declared to be ill founded, then and in such case the 
15 said Three Persons shall award such Compensation as they may deem 
just, to be paid by the Party making such Complaint to the Person or 
Persons against whom such Complaint may have been made, for his 
or her or their trouble and loss of time, and Expenses occasioned by 
such unfounded Complaint; and the Money so awarded shall and 
20 may be recovered by all such means as any Penalty might have been 
recovered in case the said Complaint had been proved to be well- 
founded. 

AND whereas Disputes frequently arise between the Buyer and Seller, Disputes be- 
in respect of Flax, Yarn and Cloth sold or agreed to be sold in Fairs 
25 or Markets; FOR Remedy whereof, BE it Enacted, That if the Buyer M^et*3%ow 
of any such Flax, Yarn and Cloth sold or agreed to be sold in Fair or tobeadjusted. 
Market shall without just cause refuse to pay to the Person selling 
the same the Price agreed upon between them, or if the Seller shall 
without just cause refuse to deliver such Flax, Yarn or Cloth to the 
30 PerK)n buying the same, on being tendered the Price agreed upon to 
be paid for the same, it shall be lawful for the Buyer or Seller of the 
same respectively to complain, at any time within Twenty-four Hours, 
to the next Justice of the Peace, or to the Chief Magistrate of any Town 
where such Dispute shall have arisen ; and every such Justice of the 
35 Peace or Magistrate is hereby required and authorized forthwith to 
summon the Parties to appear before such Justice and some other 
Justice or Chief Magistrate ; and if it shall appear to such Justices, 
or Chief Magistrate and Justice, that the Buyer shall without just 
and reasonable cause refuse or have refused to pay the Seller the Price 
40 first agreed upon between such Buyer and Seller at such Fair or 
Market, such Justices of the Peace, or Magistrate and Justice, may 
by Warrant under their bands and seals respectively order such Flax, 

Yarn or Cloth to be returned to the Seiler thereof, and may by such 
Warrant direct any Penalty, not exceeding the sum of Ten Shillings, 
to be levied off the goods and chattels of the Buyer thererrf; and if it 
539* B stall 
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shall appear to such Justices of the Peace, or to such Chief Magistrate 
and Justice, that the Seller shall without reasonable cause refuse or 
have refused to deliver up such Flax, Yam or Cloth to the Person or 
Persons to whom he had sold or agreed to sell the same, such Justices 
of the Peace, or Chief Magistrate and Justice, may by Warrant under 5 
their hands and seals order the same to be delivered up to the Persoa 
who had bought or agreed to buy the same, and may also by such 
Warrant direct any Penalty, not exceeding the sum of Ten Shillings, 
to be levied off the goods and chattels of the Seller. 

Provided always, and he it Enacted, That nothing in this Act con- ,0 
. tamed shall extend or be construed to extend to nor shall affect any 
, Flax, Yarn or Linens not sold nor exposed for sale in open Fair or 
Market, it being the true intent and meaning of this Act that all 
Persons may manufacture and make up Flax, Yarn or Linens in any 
manner they may think proper, and sell the same, without being subject 
to any Regulations, Penalties or Provisions in this Act contained, unless 
tliey sell or expose for sale the same in open Fair or Market. 

AND whereas it is expedient and necessary that fit and proper 
Persons should be provided to examine, measure and stamp all Brown 
or Unbleached Linens sold in public Markets, in all cases where the 20 
Buyers of any such Linens shall require the said Linens to be examined, 
measured, and stamped by any such Persons before they pay for the 
same ■, and to the end that no inconvenience should be felt from the 
want of any such Persons, upon and immediately after the commence- 
ment of this Act ; BE It Enacted, That all Persons who at any time 2t 
before the commencement of this Act have been appointeo Sealmasters ’ 
of Brown Linen by the said recited Act of the Nintli year of his late 
Majesty’s reign, and who shall be acting in that capacity at the time 
of the commencement of this Act, shall continue to act therein, until 
the appointment or appointments of every such Sealmaster respec- 
tively shall be afterwards confirmed or revoked in manner directed bv 
this Act. ^ 

And be it Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for the Lord 
Lieutenant, or other Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland for the 
time being, from time to time to nominate and appoint, in any and every 35 
County m which the Linen Manufacture or any branch thereof is or 
shall be carried on. Twelve such Persons residing in such County, or 
buying or selling Linens therein, as shall appear to be fit and proper 
Persons to be a Committee for appointing, directing and controlling tlie 

Inspectors and Brown Linen Sealmasters of such County, conformably 40 

to fte regulations, provisions and directions prescribed by this Act t of 
which nomination and appointment public Notice shall be given in The 
Dublin Gazette, and in some Paper published in every such County 

respectively ; 
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respectively; and in case of tlie death or resignation of any Person 
appointed to be a Member of such Committee, and in case of any re- 
moval made by the Lord Lieutenant, or other Chief Governor or 
Governors of Ireland for the time being, of any Person from the situa- 
5 tion of Member of said Committee, which removal the said Lord 
Lieutenant, or other Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland for the 
time being, is and are hereby empowered to make, it shall and may be 
lawful for such Lord Lieutenant, or other Chief Governor or Governors 
of Ireland for the time being, as aforesaid, to nominate and appoint 
10 such other Person or Persons as he or they shall think fit to be a 
Member or Members of such Committee in the room and stead of the 
Person or Persons who shall have died or resigned, or who shall have 
been so removed; and Notice of every such Nomination or Appoint- 
ment shall he given in The Dublin Gazette, and in any Newspaper of 
15 the County to which such Nomination shall relate. 

Provided always, and be it Enacted, That the Persons appointed 
under the hereinbefore recited Act of the Ninth year of the reign of his 
late Majesty, to constitute Committees in their several Counties for the 
purposes of such Act, and who shall be acting in that capacity at or 
JO previous to the commencement of this Act, shall be and constitute, 
without further nomination or appointment, the respective Committees’ 
m such Counties for the purposes of this Act, and shall be deemed and 
taken to be and to have been appointed hereunder, and shall have 
power and authority accordingly to act in execution of this Act, until or 
25 unless the Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or Governors shall 
think fit to supersede such Persons. 

And be it further Enacted, That every such Committee having 
formed a List of all Persons acting as Sealmasters in the County for 
which such Committee shall be appointed, shall then proceed to revise 
30 the said List ; and it shall and may be lawful for every such Committee, 
or any Free or more of them, upon such revision to dismiss any Person 
from the situation of Sealmaster, whom they shall consider to be unfit 
for such situation, and to appoint another in place of the Person so 
dismissed, and so from time to time to dismiss and appoint every such 
35 Person as such Committee, or any Five or more of them, shall deem it 
right to dismiss from or appoint to the office and situation of a Seal- 
master of Brown Linen, limiting or extending the number of such Seal- 
masters according as it shall seem to such Committee to be expedient 
and necessary ; and it shall and may be lawful for every sue f.Ccm- 
40 mittee, or any Five or more of them, to confine the duties and authorities 
of every Sealmaster to such particular Linen Market or Markets in their 
respective Counties as they shall think proper, and to dismiss any Seal- 
master who shall refuse or neglect to obey any such Rules, Regulations 
and Directions as such Committee shall lay down for the government 
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of such Sealmaster ; provided that uodiing contained in the said Rules, 
Regulations and Directions shall be contrary to any of the Provisions 
of this Act. 

Provided always, and be it Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful, 
for the Id)rd Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or Governors of g 
Ireland, in his or their discretion, to order and direct that such Com- 
mittee as aforesaid shall, within a time to be specified, make a Report 
of the grounds upon which any dismissal of any Sealmaster may have 
taken place by or under the orders of such Committee, and which 
Report such Committee are liereby required to make accordingly j,j 
within such time as shall be specified for that purpose ; and it shall and 
may be lawful for the Lord Lieutenant, or other Chief Governor or 
Governors of Ireland for the lime being, to direct that the matter of 
such Report shall be inquired into by any Person or Persons to be 
named and appointed for that purpose by such Lord Lieutenant or 
other Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland ; and according to the 
result of such inquiry, or in case no Report shall be made by such 
Committee within the time so specified, it shall and may be lawful for 
the Lord Lieutenant, or other Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland, 
either to confirm such dismissal, or to revoke the same, and to direct 20 
that the Perscxi so dismissed shall be restored to his situation of 
Sealmaster. 

And be it further Enacted, That every Person who shall at or previous 
to the commencemeni of this Act he acting as a Sealmaster in any 
County, and desirous of continuing so to do, shall, within 2^ 

days after the passing hereof, enter, with two sufficient Sureties, into such 
security as hereinafter mentioned ; and that every Person who shall be 
at any time after the passing of this Act appointed a Sealmaster, shall, 
before doing any act by virtue of such appointment, enter, with two 
sufficient Sureties, into such Security as hereinafter mentioned (that is 
to say)a Security by Writing Obligatory to our Sovereign Lord the King 
in such penal Sum or Sums eis shall be directed by the Committee for 
the County wherein such Sealmaster shall act, such Writing Obligatory 
to be in such form of words as Obligations to the King’s Majesty are 
used to be made, for the performance of the condition thereunder ^5 
written, and the Committee for each County shall have power and 
authority to take and cause such Writing Obligatory to be made and 
entered into; and all Ol^igations so made shall be good and effectual in 
law to all intents and purposes, as any Obligation made to our Sovereign 
Lord hath htt'etoftn'e been or may be adjudged or taken to be ; and the 40- 
condition of every such Security sh^l be, that the Person so appointed 
a Sealmaster shall duly and diligently execute bis office according to 
the Regulations of this Act ; and that such Sealmaster, his Executors or 
Administrators shall duly and without delay pay all such Fines as 

shall 
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shall be imposed on him from time to time by any Justice or Chief 
Magistrate, and all such Damages as may be awarded against him in 
any Suit or Proceeding under this Act ; and that in case of the death of 
any of his Sureties, such Sealraaster will, within Ont Month after such 
^ death shall have come to his knowledge, procure another sufficient 
Person to enter into a like Security ; and that such Sealinaster, his 
Executors or Administrators, will surrender and give up his Seal or 
Stamp when thereunto required by such Committee, or any Five or 
more of them ; and that he will not at any time lend, hire out, or sell 
10 his Stamp or Seal, or suffer the same to be used by any Person but 
himself, or his known Servant or Assistant at bis usual place of residence. 

And be it further Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for every 
such Committee, or any Fwe or more of them, to choose and prescribe 
the form and device of the Seal or Stamp to be used by the Sealmaster 
15 of their respective County, and to alter the same as often as such 
Committee shall think fit; and if any Person shall forge or counter- 
feit any Seal or Stamp of any Sealmaster appointed or to be appointed 
by such Committee, or any Five or more of them, to any Piece or 
part of a Piece of Brown Linen, such Person being thereof lawfully 
20 convicted, shall be imprisoned, w’ith or without Hard Labour, for any 
period not exceeding One Year, at the discretion of the Judge or Judges 
who shall try such Offence. 

And be it further Enacted, That every Sealmaster of Brown Linen, 
except such as are or shall be appointed to particular Markets, shall 
35 reside within the Parish mentioned on his Seal; and that one of the 
Persons who shall enter into security for him as aforesaid, shall be 
resident within the same Parish, or in or within One Mile of the next 
Market Town tliereto, within the same County ; and that a Sealmaster 
appointed for any particular Market shall be at liberty to use his Seal 
30 or Stamp in respect to ail Linens prepared for sale in such Market, 
without reference to bis place of residence. 

And be it further Enacted, That every Sealmaster of Brown or 
Unbleached Linen, appointed as aforesaid, shall carefully view, examine, 
and measure every Piece of such Linen which shall be produced and 
35 offered to him to be sealed ; and if the same shall appear to him to be 
merchantable, and to be conformable to the directions in this Act 
contained, then, and not otherwise, such Sealmaster shall affix or cause 
to be affixed a fair impression of such Seal as shall be appointed for 
him by the said Committee, with Lamp Black or Vermilion or Stone- 
40 blue, and Size or common Oil, on the middle of such fold, at no more 
than Thirteen Inches from the end of such Piece ; and shall likewise 
mark or cause to be marked^ with such ingredients as aforesaid, on the 
back or outside of every such Piece, the Length of such Piece, and the 
539 * c number 
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namber of. Inches it contains in breadth, and also the Half-inch, if the 
same shall be in breadth half an inch -more than any number of inches, 
(without regard to any lesser fractions of an inch) together with the 
Name of such Sealtnaster, and the Parish and County where he resides, 
or the Name of the Market Town for which he may be appointed to ^ 
act; and if any parts of such Piece shall be damaged or faulty, but 
not so damaged or faulty as to render the same unmerchantable, every 
such damaged or faulty part shall be fairly exposed in the Lap or 
Bosom of such Piece, so as that tlie same may be easily seen ; and 
opposite to such damaged or faulty parg upon the Bosom of every such 
Piece, such Sealmaster shall affix or cause to be affixed an impres- 
sion of his Seal, with such ingredients as aforesaid, to denote such 
iJ'lLe'e' or faulty part; and such Sealmaster shall and may demand 

as yards. ^ and take the Sum of One Penny and no more for every Piece of 

Brown or Unbleached Linen containing Twenty-five yards or under 15 
which shall be by him sealed as aforesaid, and so in proportion for a 
p»dty for greater quantity ; and if any such Sealmaster shall offend, by neglecting 
or transgressing any one of the Regulations aforesaid, every such Seal- 
master shall forfeit a Sum not less than Fm Shillmgs, nor exceeding 
Twmty Shillings, for every such Offence. 20 

No Person to And be it further Enacted, That no Person shall in open Fair or 
any Un- ^ Market in Ireland sell or expose to sale, buy or agree to buy, any 
nen not Picccs of Brown or Unbleached Linen, which shall not at the time of 
■ealed. selling or exposing the same to sale he sealed and marked as required 

by this Act, upon pain of forfeiting the Sum of Five Shillings for every 25 
Piece of Linen so sold or exposed to Sale. 

Sealmasters to And be it further Enacted, That all Brown Linen shall be measured 
twee'n Buyer between Seal and Seal, and bad and insufficient ends shall not be taken 

aud Seller. 3^3)1 ^ 

otlier Measure than the Statute Yard, containing Thirty-six inches; and 30 

no extraordinary measure or allowance, except the breadth of a thumb, 
as is now generally practised, to every Yard in the measuring thereof, 
shall be made therein by the Seller to the Buyer, or required or accepted 
of or taken by the Buyer from the Seller, upon pain that every Person 
buying or selling any such Linen contrary to the true intent and meaning 35 
of this Act shall forfeit not less than Two ShiUings and Sixpence, nor 
more than Five Skillings^ for every such Offence. 

Buyers may -And be it further Enacted, That if any Person shall sustain anv Loss 

Sealmaster. Uamage in the buying any Piece of Brown or Unbleached Linen, by 

Se” 3 'i» “y do-waged part being concealed in the Folds thereof, or by its not 40 
linen. answering the Measure as to the length or breadth marked thereon by 
any Sealmaster, it shall and may be lawful to and for such Person to 
sue for and recover from the Sealmaster of such Piece, or the Persons 

who 
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who shall at the time of such sealing be bound as Security for his faithfijf 
discharge of the office of Sealmaster, the full Value of the Loss or 
Damage so sustained. 

And be it further Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for the 
5 Committees aforesaid, or any Five of their body, to appoint Inspectors 
for such Brown Linen and Linen Yarn and Flax Markets within each 
of their said Counties, as may appear to such Committees necessary for 
the better regulation of such Brown Linen, Linen Yarn and Flax 
Markets within such Counties ; and that it shall and may be lawful for 
10 such Committees at any time to dismiss or discontinue such Inspectors, 
and to appoint others in their places \ provided that it shall not be 
lawful for such Committees to impose any Fine, Charge or Impost what- 
soever for the remuneration or emolument of such Inspectors. 

And be it further Enacted, That every such Inspector so appointed 
,5 shall have full power and authority to inspect and examine all Brown 
Linen, Linen Yarn or Flax exposed for sale in any public Market or 
Fair to which he shall have been appointed as aforesaid ; and he is 
hereby authorized and required to seize any Linen Yarn or Flax so 
sold or exposed for sale in public Fair or Market, not conformable to 
20 the regulations prescribed in this Act ; and such Inspector shall forth- 
with carry such Linen Yarn or Flax before the next Justice of the 
Peace or other Chief Magistrate within their respective jurisdictions, to 
be dealt with according to law ; and in case a Justice of the Peace or 
other Magistrate cannot be forthwith found, then such Inspector may 
25 detain such Linen Yam or Flax so seized, if necessary, for Forty-eight 
hours, but no longer, to be dealt with as aforesaid ; and such Inspector 
shall as often as he may he called on by the Committee of the County 
for which he shall act, return a Diary or Journal of his proceedings, and 
a true Account of all Linens, Yarns and Flax by him seized or informed 
30 against, and also a true Account of the Fines imposed and levied or 
paid on such Linens, Yarns or Flax, and also pay the amount of said 
Fines received by him to such Committee, when required so to do. 

And be it further Enacted, That if any Person entrusted with any 
Linen Yarn, Hempen Yarn, Cotton Yarn, or any one or more of those 
35 Materials mixed with each other, or any Tools, Materials or Apparatus 
for manufacturing the same, shall fraudulently sell, pawn or embezzle 
such Linen Yarn, Hempen Yarn, Cotton Yarn, or each or any of them 
respectively, or such Tools, Materials or Apparatus, every such Of- 
fender, and the Receiver of any such article, knowing the same to be 
40 or have been so fraudulently sold, pawned or embezzled, shall forfeit 
times the Value of the same. 

And be it further Enacted, That every Weaver shall well and suffi- 
ciently weave all sound and sufficient Linen Y"am and Cotton Yam 
539 * and 
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and Hempen Yarn to him delivered to be woven, within such time, and 
in such reeds, and into Cloth of such breadths, as shall be agreed upon 
between the Owner or . Owners of such Yarn and such Weaver, upon 
pain of forfeiting the full Value of such Yarn, or the full Price agreed 
upon for weaving the same. ^ 

And be it further Enacted, That if any Person or Persons who shall 
be entrusted with any Linen or Linen Yarn or Hempen Yarn, or 
Materials, or Tools, or Apparatus for manufacturing the same, shall 
refuse or neglect to return such Yarn, Materials, Tools or Apparatus, 
within Fourteen Days after the same shall have been demanded by or 
in behalf of the Owner thereof, such neglect or refusal shall be deemed 
and taken as Embezzling under this Act, 

And be it further Enacted, That in case any Manufacturer shall make 
oath before a Justice of tlie Peace that he has entrusted any Linen 
Yarn, Hempen or Cotton Yarn, or the Materials, Tools or Apparatus ,5 
for manufacturing the same, to any Person or Persons, and that he has 
just cause to suspect and does suspect that such Person is about to 
abscond with the same, then such Justice shall have power and 
authority, at his discretion, to issue his Warrant, requiring such Person 
or Persons to restore the article or thing entrusted to him or them, and 20 
in default thereof to apprehend such Person or Persons, and bring him 
or them before him, or some other Justice of the Peace for ihe same 
County ; and unless such Person or Persons shall give security for the 
return of the article or thing so entrusted to him or them, within a time 
then mentioned, such Justice shall by Warrant order any Constable to 25 
enter the House of such Person or Persons, and give possession of such 
article or thing to the Owner thereof, such Owner making such reason- 
able compensation for any labour expended therein or thereupon, as to 
such Justice shall seem proper. 

And be it further Enacted, That in all cases where by the provisions 30 
of this Act any Oath or Affidavit is authorized or required to be taken, 
the Solemn Affirmation of any Person being a Quaker or Moravian shall 
be sufficient in the place of such Oath or Affidavit ; and every Person 
who shall knowingly swear or affirm any thing false in any such Oath 
or Affirmation, shall be deemed and taken to be guilty of Pgriury, and, 3^ 
being lawfully convicted thereof, suffer such Punishment as Persons 
convicted of Wilful and Corrupt Perjury are by the laws in force in 
Ireland subject to. 

And be it further Enacted, That all Complaints which shall be made 
of any Offence or Offences committed against any of the Regulations 40 
or Directions contained in this Act, the Penalty or Forfeiture in respect 
whereof shall not exceed in amount or value the sum of Ten Pounds, 

shall 
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shall and may be heard by any one Justice of the Peace acting within 
his jurisdiction, or by the Chief Magistrate of any Town presiding in 
his Court in such Town ; and for that purpose such J ustice or Magis- 
trate shall and may examine any Person or Persons upon oath ; and 
5 in default of the payment of any such Penalty or Sum of Money as 
shall be awarded by any such Justice or Chief Magistrate by virtue of 
this Act, upon the hearing of any such Complaint, it shall and may be 
lawful for such Justice or Chief Magistrate to levy the same by 
Warrant of Distress under his hand and seal, on and off the Goods 
to and Chattels of the Person liable to the payment of such Penalty or 
Sum of Money, rendering the Overplus, if any, after payment of the 
Costs and Expenses of such Distress, to such Person; and in case no 
sufficient Distress shall be found, then to commit such Person to Gaol 
or to the House of Correction for any period not exceeding Om 
15 Calendar Month, unless such Penalty or Sum of Money shall be 
sooner paid. 

And be it further Enacted, That in all cases where any Sealmaater 
shall be complained against for having committed any Offence under 
this Act, if such Sealmaster shall reside more than Five Miles distant 
20 from the Place in which such Complaint shall be made, it shall be suffi- 
cient if the Summons issued against him to answer such Complaint be 
proved on oath to be put into the Post Office of the Town in which 
such Complaint has been so made, and addressed to such Sealmaster by 
his name, residence and occupation; provided such Summons be so 
25 put in the Post Office of such Town aforesaid Four Days previous to 
the day appointed for the hearing of such Complaint. 

And be it further Enacted, That if any Sealmaster of any one County 
shall commit any Offence punishable fay this Act, and the Piece of Linen 
in respect whereof such Offence shall have been committed be sold or 
30 exposed for sale and seized in another County, the Complaint made 
against such Sealmaster shall be heard before and determined by and 
the Penalty levied under the Warrant of any J ustice of the Peace of the 
County in which such Piece of Linen shall be sold, offered for sale, or 
seized, as if the default or neglect of such Sealma ster in respect ofsuch 
35 Piece of Linen had been committed in the County in which such Piece 
of Linen was seized. 

And be it further Enacted, That any Penalty which shall be awarded Application 
aiid levied by any J ustice of the Peace or Chief Magistrate in pursuance 
of the Provisions of this Act, shall and may be directed by such Justice 
40 or Chief Magistrate to be applied in manner following (that is to say) 
in every case where the Person preferring the Complaint shall appear to 
have suffered any damage, costs, loss of lime or other injury, in the 
matter being the subject of complaint, any such Penalty shall and may 
539 - D be 
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be paid to sudi Person ; or if no damages, costs, loss of time or other 
injury shall appear to have been sustained by such Person, then such 
Penalty shall be paid to the Committee appointed in manner herein- 
before directed, in the County in which the Complaint originated, to be 
applied by such Committee towards forming a fund for defraying any - 
expenses in executing the duties assigned to them by this Actj or it 
shall and may be lawful for such Justice or Chief Magistrate to direct any 
portion of any such Penalty so levied, to be paid to the Party aggrieved, 
and the remaining portion of such Penalty to be paid to such Committee. 

And be it further Enacted, That all Penalties and Forfeitures jq 
incurred under any Clause or Article in this Act, exceeding in amount 
or value Ten Pounds, shall and may be sued for and recovered by any 
Person who will sue for the same, by Suit or Action at law, or by Bill, 
Plaint or Information in any of His Majesty’s Courts of King’s Bench, 
Common Pleas or Exchequer in Ireland, wherein no Essoign, Protec- 
tion nor Wager of Law, nor more than one Imparlance shall be 
allowed ; and that in all such Actions, Suits or Prosecutions which 
shall be brought or prosecuted for recovery of such Forfeitures or 
Penalties, the Venue shall he laid in the County, or in the County of 
the City, or the County of the Town, wherein such Forfeitures or 
Penalties were incurred, and in none other. 

And be it further Enacted, That if any Action or Suit shall be com- 
menced or brought against any Person for doing or causing to be done 
any act, matter or thing in pursuance of this Act, the Defendant or 
Defendants in such Action or Suit shall and may plead the General 25 
Issue, and give this Act and the Special Matter in Evidence ; and if 
upon such Action or in such Suit, Judgment shall be given for the 
Defendant or Defendants, or the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs therein shall 
become non-suit, or discontinue his, her or their Action or Suit, the 
Defendant or Defendants therein shall have Double Costs. 

30 

And be it further Enacted, That this Act shall commence and take 
effect from and after the End of this present Session of Parliament. 
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